' 


* \ N 93 
— N . H 
N "1 , 1. ' * * 
2 * 1 bY « b on — 


COMMONWEALTH or MASSACHUSETTS, 


= 


1 S 


- 


- wy 
1 = * 1 <4 » . 2 2 o 
— * 0 ” ” y 41 . 9 N 3 
4, „ 9 * ” , — 9 . 7 pe F 
y 28 een Anrede terien 


yy 
vw y 
o * 
* 
* 
- 
a 
* 1 

F, 

Ls 

: 

A 


= 4 
— 4 ® 
4 
— — 
5 
„ . 
- 42 ” 4 
WV 24 „ 
* 
BO, d 57 oy . 
* — 8 þ 
— 1 
4 
0 - 
8 
* 
+ | 
G , 
- 
- 
- 
* 4 * 


AT a Meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati of the Common- 
wealth of Maſſachuſetts held by adjournment at the Bunch of Grapes 
Tavern in Boſton. July 5th, 1787. 


OTED unanimouſly that Capt. Samuel. Nicholſon, Brigadier 


General William Hull, and Lieutenant Colonel Nathan Rice 
be appointed a Committee to wait upon the Honourable Major Ge- 
neral Bxooks and preſent him the Thanks of this Society for his 
OraTion delivered to the 20 ww i and one a Copy 
* thereof for the Pre. 

A true Copy. 
Tuns Epwarns, Secretary. 


Medfera, July 10, 1785. 
GENTLEMEN, 


r would be impoſſible. for me, after having received by your 
hands the Vote of the Society of the Cincinnati of the 5th inſtant 
to decline a compliance with their requeſt, 
With every ſentiment of Reſpe and Eſteem, 
I baverthe honour to be, 
Gentlemen, | . 
Tr moſt obedient Servant 
Re | | Joux Brooks. 
To Capt. Samuel Nicholſon, - „r 
Brig. Gen. William Hull, Committee, xc. 
and Lt. Col. Nathan Rice, 
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| A 8 iliberaluy is the offspring of weakneſs and of 
ignorance — asithe great and the good are ever poſſeſſed 


of candid minds, the preſent ſpeaker preſumes he has 


| leſs to fear from the ſeverity, than to hope from the 


candour, of this enlightened and reſpectable auditory, 


He may, therefoce, venture, notwi:hſtanding his own ins 
ability, to proceed in attempting to diſcharge the duty 


aſſigned him by the ſociety of the Cincinnati. 


ARE ABL Y, then, to their expectations and the dic- 


tate of the day, we ſhall turn our attention to the Ame - 


rican Iadependence. 


Tu deſire of pleaſing is a principle in human nature; 
But as this paſſion can never be virtuouſly indulged at 
the expence of truth and fincerity, an attempt to catch 
the popular ear, or flatter the reigning prejudices of the 
day, forms no part of the preſent deſign, 


4 „ ORATION. 

Tur American revolution is an event illuſtrious in it- 
ſelf, and important in its conſequences. To rear and 
eſtabliſh an empire was an enterprize bold and arduous, 
The attempt awalerned all the aQive powers of the hu- 
man mind, and ſeemed to add freſh vigour to its native 
elaſticity. America friendleſs and alone, but collected 
within herſelf, ſetting at defiance the power of Great Brci- 
tain, preſets us with a moſt dignified and majeſtick 
picture of true greatneſs. In conſidering the rights of 
human nature; in contemplating the 'reſpe& which ſhe 
owed to herſelf, The was elevated above the ſenſe of dan- 
ger; and ſo i intent was ſhe in inveſtigating the policy, 
that ſhe ſeemed. to forget the power of her oppreſſors. 
While Britain, on the other hand; dazzled with the luſtre 
of her own greatneſs, loſt ſight of one of thoſe invalua- 
ble rights for which ſhe herſelf had often. and profuſely 
bled. To ſecure the rights of property, and the ſafety 
ot their perſons, againſt the depredations, and outrages 
of lawleſs power, Engliſhmen had | plunged their ſwords 
into the breaſts of Engliſhmen, and their foil had been 

| freely watered with their cole blood. | 


Bur:i in their ng cowards this country they were 
guilty of a treacherous moe of, their own maxims, 
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The right, not only of taxing us without aur conſent, but 
of binding. us in all caſes whaiſoever, though at ſitſt paly 
ſceretly whiſpered in their cabinet, was at length openly. 
chimed in the face of the world. America, at once ſaw | 
the force of the principle, while as yet it exiſted but 
in theory, and had too much wiſdom and. ſpirit to ſubmit 
to the ignominious experiment. Her reſolutions was not, 
| like chat of the United Netherlands, the impulſe of diſ- 
pair, but the reſult of cool deliberate reaſoning, Baniſh- 
ed from the bleſſiags of the Britiſh. conſtitution, teſiſt - 
ance became the only alternative; and the precarious- 
events of a war were prefered: to certain ſervitude, 


Taz ſituation of America for ſome time after the 
commencement of hoſtilities, from oppoſing the power 
of the King of England while ſhe recognized his ſove- 
reignty, was extremely ungraceful. But fo equivocal, 
though neceſſary line of conduct. did not comport with 
the dignity of her ſpirit and genius. As, while ſhe ac- 
knowledged. herſelf to be a- part of che Britiſh empire, 
ſhe would have no rational hope of foreign aſſiſtance, 
and was herſelf, indeed, contending without an object, 
a formal, and an explicit aſſumption of ſovereign pow - 
er, was the dictate of wiſdom and of prudence. 
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6 AM ORATION. 


 AcconÞINGLY, on the auſpicious day we now cele- 
brate, the illuſtrious fathers of our country, by a moſt 
ſolemn act, announced to the world, the claims of Ame- 
rica to Independence and empire. A day never to. be 
forgotten! An act ever to be admired ! An act which 
for conciſeneſs and preciſion, for majeſty of expreſſion 
and loftineſs of thought, ſtands unrivaled among the 
literary productions of this, or any former age—an act, 
it is but juſt to add, which does infinite honour to thoſe 
bold and generous patriots who gave it their ſanction ; 
and which cannot fail to tranſmit their names with in- 
creaſing applauſe through all ſucceeding time, 


As magnanimity, and boldneſs of mind, had thus 
marked the American councils, the further proſecution 
of war was evincive of her perſevering firmneſs, ſound 
wiſdom and military proweſs. From her own boſom 
ſhe was able to call forth, both for the Senate and for 
the field, fuck characters as her fituation demanded. 
And while ſhe can boaſt the purity of her cauſe, ſhe 
can boaſt alſo of patriots and heroes who added luſtre 
to the cauſe itſelf, None of the various vieiſſitudes of her 
fortune were able to ſhake the reſolution ſhe had taken 
to eſtabliſh her liberties, or to check the efforts of her - 
freeborn ſoul ; but, ſupported by the virtue and patrj- 


otiſm of her ſons, ſhe perſiſted in the long and arduous 
conflict, till, at length covered with glory, and unequal- 
led in fame, ſhe roſe in triumph ſuperior to all her ene- 
mies, and effected an honourable, a glorious peace. A 
peace, tranſcending her expectations, and equal to her 
moſt ſangyine wiſhes. Happy moment ! when the din 
of arms and the toils of war ſhould yield to the peace- 
ful pleaſures of domeſtick life 


In the full poſſeſſion of peace, liberty and independ- 
ence—remote from the ſeats of foreign empires—unen- 
tangled with their politicks and uncontaminated with 
their vices—maſters of a grateful ſoil in a healthful 
climate, to what heights of grandeur and felicity might 
ſhe not have aſpired ! Could any one have conceived 
that a people who had given ſuch ſignal diſplays of for- 
titude and patriotiſm, under circumſtances the moſt diſ- 
treſſing who for eight long years had ſupported a war 
of virtue, ſhould ſoon, very ſoon, ſo far forget their own 
dignity and intereſt, as to abuſe their liberty, and proſ- 
titute it to the vile purpoſes of licentiouſneſs ? Yes : the 
comprehenſive genius of a WASHINGTON foreſaw, 
aud his honeſt patriotiſm pointed out, “ the humiliating 
danger, ; 
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NoIIAS TA DING the national ſpirit that, diſcovet · 

ed itſelf during the war, we are now compelled to believe 
that. che union of the ſtates, during that period, was the 
effect either of a momentary ſenſe of danger, ot, at beſt, ok 
a, tranßent glow of pattiotiſm. A. review 0s the tems 
per and mannets of the people of this Country, through 
the various ſages of their progres from dependence to 
empire, compared with the preſent, forces to confeſs 
that the aſcent to greatneſs, however hazardous, is more 
pleaſing to the great mals of mankind, than the prac- 
tice of thoſe virtues, which can alone ſecure reſpectabili- 
ty in the calm ſeaſon of peace. 


As the States had one common enemy, they had one 
common interefl ; the force of which rendered them in- 
ſenſible to a variety. of ſeparate, inferiaur intereſts, which 
peace alone could, unfold and: bring into view. So foon, 
therefore, as the impulſe of foreign force was removed, 


the little politicks of each ſtate engrofitdithe publick at- 


tention—tederal ideas were obſcured, and the national 
character has been falling a victim to local prejudices. 
Ever ſince the war the ſtates have been receding from 
each other, and from their common center, till the pow» 
er of political attration has become almoſt impercepti» 
ble. . 


4 ORATION. 1 


How theſe ſtates are to be re · united, and the unity of 
the national character and government preſerved, are 
queſtions already highly momentous; but are daily be- 
coming more intereſting, as they are rapidly advancing 
to a practical deciſion, A tederal ſyſtem, differently 
modified from the preſent, may probably be adopt- 
ed with a view to effectuate theſe immenſe objects. 
But how far a government meerly federal is calculated 
to anſwer theſe purpoſes, —how far ſuch a government, 
is, in the preſent ſtate of things, praQticable, time alone 
will fully determine. Reaſonings founded in the nature 
and general principles of government will not ſatisfy 
the mind on this ſubject, as coercion, the great animating 
principle of every government, is, and perhaps mult ne- 
ceſſarily be wanting. | 


' AnctznT Greece was divided into a great number of 
independent republics. They had, however, their fede- 
ral conſtitution, and their council of amphyctyons. 
But was their confederation capable of controuling thoſe 
' Jealous, proud, aſpiring ſtates? The reverſe is mani- 
feſt from their perpetual and depopulating wars. 
What, though the arms of Perfia might for a time 
unite them, this danger removed they cordially returned 
to their too common employment, the butchery of each 

£ 
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other. The analogy between thoſe celebrated repub- 
licks, and our own, is ftrikingly obvious; and their 
hiſtory, painful as it is in the peruſal, is replete wich 
" inftruRions to this our country. They rioted in their wild 
tumultuous liberty, till the enterprizing Philip put an 
end at once to their convvlſions and to their freedom. 


Tur Helvetick league in modern times, has aſſumed 
the appearance of conſiſtence and of union. But to 
their poverty, and their mountains—the jealouſies and 
the continual prefſure of ſurrounding nations, may not 
this be aſcribed, rather than to the efficacy of their fede- 
ral conſtitution? 


Nor can we predicate any thing more favourable 
from the intricate ſyſtem of the United Netherlands, 
Although they are ſurrounded by potent neighbours, 
by whoſe arms they ſeem liable to be overwhelmed, 
their conſtitution is too feeble to preſerve them from 
| thoſe violent political agitations, which are inconſiſtent 
with an efficacious, well-organized government. The 
Hollanders themſclves, indeed, by diſpenſing in times 
of danger, with their uſual and conſtitutional forms of 
legiſlation, implicitly acknowledge the prepoſterous na- 
ture of their national ſy ſtem of juriſprudence, 


A ORATION 1 
T0 theſe inftances may we bot add the tei of 
dur own experience. We have been witneffcs of the 
decline, and almoſt utter extinction, as well 48 of the 
riſe and progreſs of a federal ſyſtem—fſufficient, perhaps, 
to convince us of the neceſſity of a great national con- 
ſtitution of government, formed with all thoſe powers, 
thoſe checks and balances, which may be neceſſary to 
give it energy, on the one hand, and to ſecure the, li- 
berties of che people, on the other. What indeed can 
preſerve the publick liberty but an efficient, energetick 
government, founded in juſt principles, and diſpenſing 
equal laws ? So far is ſuch a government from endan- 
gering the liberties of the people, that it inſures to them 
the higheſt poſſible degree of protection. The extremes 
of almoſt every thing in the moral and political world 
are nearly allied. The exceſs of virtue is vice; and 
the extremes of liberty border on deſpotiſm. 


Mon xv is the ſinew of government as well as of war. 
To call it forth with certainty—in ſuch quantities and 
in ſuch only as the public exigencies demand, and in a 
manner moſt eaſy to the people, is the perfection of le- 
giſlation. But to effect theſe important points, is it not 
eſſential that one undivided, integral, though balanced, 
government ſhould be eſtabliſhed, the influence of which 
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ſhould operate directly upon the individual conſtituents 
of it without the intervention of local, or ſubordinate 
legiſlatures ? 


Anonc the various cauſes of the PR diſtreſs of 
our country perhaps none has been more capitally influ- 
ential, than the want of a well-toned, national govern- 
ment. The levity and diſreſpe& with which many of. 
the recommendations and requiſitions of Congreſs have 
been received, by ſome of the ſtates, has had an exten- 
ſive effect on the publick mind. Mankind at large do 
not always reaſon : they are prone to imitation, are ſuſ- 


ceptible of injuries, and in their political conduct are 


generally, governed by their feelings. It was impoſſible 


therefore, for the legiſtature of any one ſtate to trifle 
with the dignity-of the federal government, ny 
ſdoner or later, maten their own. | 


BuT whatever may have been the cauſe of the pub- 
lick diſtreſs, nothing can juſtify the wild and irrational 
methods which have been adopted for relief. To every 
honeſt patriot it muſt be highly painful, to ſee our free 
conſtitution, that work of time and of blood, ſuffering 
che inſults and outrage of the profligate and abandoned. 
To you, Gentlemen of the ſociety of the Cincinnati, who 
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have been wont to conſider the honour and the happineſs, 
the diſgrace and the infelicity of your country as your 
own, it muſt be humiliating indeed, 

Ir has fallen to your lot, Gentlemen, to act a dange- 
rous, though honourable part in the American revolu- 
tion. For eight long years you have trodden together. 
the rugged paths of military life. The return of this 
anniverſary muſt call up to your recollection the vari- 
ous intereſting ſcenes through which you have paſſed, 
and tend ſtill further to cement thoſe friendſhips, which 
have been formed under the preſſure of the ſame diſtreſs, 
and while participating one common danger. On this 
day it will be natural for you to recur to that period, 
when the military connection of thoſe men, who, by 
the united voice of their country, had been recognized. 
as the patriot army, was about to be diſſolved. The 
moment was peculiarly calculated to awaken all the 
generous affections of the mind, and to excite the finer 
feelings of friendſhip and humanity, The idea of bid- 
ding a final adieu to each other was too painful to be 
ſupported ;. and the moſt virtuous affections that ever 
warmed the human heart gave birth-to your inſticution, 
Qa this day, therefore, you will recollect that friendſhip, 
and charity form the great baſis of your aſſociation... 
And while you dwell with pleaſing ſatisfaction on the 
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connection that now ſubſiſts among thofe, whofe pride 
and glory ĩt is to have defended che ſame illuſtrious cauſe, 
the memory of thoſe of your brethren, who have ſealed 
their patriotiſm with their blood will croud upon your 
ſympathetic minds, and calf forth freſh tears for their 

early fate. Hail ! Ghoſts immortal, of unfading fame! 
Your names fhall grace the poet's verſe! The hiſlorick 
page to lateſt times ſhalt proclaim your worth } White 
your memory, dear to us your friends, fhall be embalar 
ed i in the boſom of your grateful country! 

By your inſtitution, Gentlemen, it is yours to ſolace 
and ſupport, as far as in your power, ſuch of your unfor- 
thnate companions, as have ſeen better aays, and merited a 
milder fate. It is yours to wipe rbe tear ſrom the eye of 
' the widow—to ſuccour the fatherleſs—to reſcue the tender 
female orphan from deftruftion, and to enable the ſon to emu- 
late the virtues of his father. Pleaſing delightful tafk . 
To communicate happineſs to others while you increaſe 
your Own. 

Cons1Derixe the temper of the times in which you 
live, the part you have to act is confeſſedly difficult. 
For although, as a ſociety, friendſhip and benevolence 
are your great objects, yet, apathy in you, with regard 
to the publick welfare, would be conſtrued into dilat- 
fection, and uncommon ſenſibility into deſign. It is im- 
poſſible for men, whoſe great ambition it has been to de- 
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ſerve the approbation of their feflow-cicizens, to view with 
indifference tlie reproach whictr has been caſt upon your 
inſtieution. But there is a degree of reſpe&t due from 
every mam to himfelf, as well as to others; and there 
are ſituations from which one may not recede, vi hout 
the unavoidable impuration of weaknefs, or of guilt. 
While, therefore, a conſciouſneſs of virtuous and lauda- 
ble views will prompt yeu to cheriſh the benevolent 
principles which firſt induced you to aſſociate, you will 
be lead to reſpect that ſpirit of jealouſy, which always 
ekatacteriſes a free government, and, when not carried to 
exceſs, is uſeful in its ſupport. Time, which places every 
ching in its true light, will convince the world that your 
inſtitution is founded in virtue, and leads to patriotiſm. 
- Besipes the motives you have in common with 
others, to ſeek the publick welfare—a regard to the con- 
ſiſtence of your own character that ſenſe of honour, 
which has raiſed you faperiour to every temptation, and 
to every diſtreſs—the reiterated teſtimonials you have 
received from your country of their ſenſe of your patri- 
otiſm and military merit, are ties that muſt forever bind 
you moſt ſacredly to her intereſts. 
ProsecuTs, then, with peſolution, what you have in- 
ſtituted in ſincerity. Make it the great object of your 
ambition, as you have ſhone as ſoldiers, to excel as citi- 
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it. zens, Treat with juſt indifference the inſinuations which 
4 envy may be diſpoſed to throw out againſt you. Silence 
the tongue of flander, by the rectitude of your conduct, 

1 and the brilliance of your virtues. Suffer not the affect - 
ö ed jealouſy of individuals, to abate the ardour of your 
patriotiſm. As you have fought for liberty, convince 
the world you know its value. As you have greatly 
contributed to eſtabliſh theſe governments, teach the li- 
centious traitor, that you will ſupport them—and as you 
have particularly fought under the banners of the union, 
inculcate in your ſeveral circles, the neceſſity of pre- 
ſerving the unity of the national character. Fortify your 
ſi minds againſt that foe to, integrity, that bane of repub- 
[ licaniſm, an immoderate thirſt tor popularity. 
| ö | SveeorT the majeſty of the laws of your country, Re- 
ol yerence the publick inſtitutions of religion. Practice 
| | the whole circle of private virtues ; and diſſeminate, to 
} the utmoſt of your power, the ſeeds of uſeful. know» 
14 ledge. 

Tavs, approving yourſelves. to heaven and your own- 
minds, you will do honour to your inſtitution, to your- 
ſelves, and to your country. 


+ + 
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| Exnaru, th page, 7th line from the top for Feſa/utions-read oppoſition. 


